Pelvic exenteration: a 15-year experience in a general metropolitan hospital.
Between June, 1966, and June, 1981, 92 pelvic exenterations were performed by gynecologic oncologists at Jackson Memorial Hospital/University of Miami Medical Center. The decrease in postoperative morbidity and mortality and the improved 5-year survival rate probably were related to improvement in hospital facilities and more refined surgical techniques. Urinary and gastrointestinal complications occurred with equal frequency during the period of study and were more common in patients who had received previous radiation therapy. On the basis of our experience, recommendations to decrease gastrointestinal and urinary complications further are presented.